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A NOBLE FAMILY CONNECTION TO COMMEMORATE 90 YEARS OF 
WINEMAKING 

There’s no doubting innovation, vision and creativity flow through the De Bortoli family like the wines they make.  

To commemorate 90 years of winemaking this year, De Bortoli Wines is releasing a limited edition of Black 
Noble, the world’s only fortified made from botrytis grapes. Black Noble was first created by Darren De Bortoli in 
1998 in the NSW Riverina region, inspired by a wine his grandfather and the business’ founder Vittorio De Bortoli 
produced in the 1930s.  

Black Noble has woven together both the family and the variety’s 
history, as it is crafted from the same botrytised Semillon grapes 
harvested for De Bortoli’s iconic Noble One, which was developed by 
Darren and his father Deen in 1982. Today one of the world’s most 
awarded wines, Noble One has proven that luxuriously sweet and 
hugely expensive French Sauternes-style dessert wines could be 
made under Australia’s much harsher climatic conditions. 

The limited edition Black Noble is crafted from parcels of wine with an 
average blended age of 20 years in barrels. A parcel of the most 
botrytised Semillon grapes at approximately 20 to 22 baume is 
selected to produce the Black Noble intense and ripe botrytis 
flavours. De Bortoli Wines has been putting aside portions of these 
parcels since 1982, with a selection of exceptional quality blended to 
deliver structure, strength and complexity in this limited edition. A 
little fermentation occurs before fortification when a grape spirit is 
added to inhibit further fermentation. The wine is then clarified, and a touch of brandy is added for extra 
complexity before being transferred into used Noble One barriques. 

Created by De Bortoli’s Senior Winemakers Julie Mortlock and John Coughlan with involvement from the De 
Bortoli winemaking team, and in collaboration with third and fourth generation family members, the limited 
edition Black Noble is a testament to the continuing hard work, patience and dedication of the four generations 
of the De Bortoli family. The 90th Anniversary limited edition Black Noble is beautifully presented in an elegant 
bottle and exquisite giftbox, each marked with its own serial number. “Black Noble is living history of the De 
Bortoli family’s passion for producing premium wines to be enjoyed among friends and family, and pays homage 
to the legacy started by Vittorio in 1928 with his first crush of Shiraz grapes,” says Julie. 

To learn more about the De Bortoli family’s 90 years of winemaking please enjoy this video and media release. 

The De Bortoli 90th Anniversary limited edition Black Noble is available for $90 at leading liquor outlets across 
Australia from August. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Td6dIZpU4jc
http://www.debortoli.com.au/our-news/media-trade/item/passing-the-glass-celebrating-90-years-of-winemaking/

