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DE BORTOLI WINES AWARDED BEST FORTIFIED WORLDWIDE WITH 
INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED BLACK NOBLE

Media Release
Friday 13 November 2015

De Bortoli Wines’ Black Noble dessert wine from Australia’s Riverina region has 
outclassed renowned brands from around the world to take out the ‘Best Fortified 
Worldwide’ trophy at the acclaimed Hong Kong International Wine and Spirit 
Competition (HKIWSC) on Thursday 5 November.

Making the win even more special is the fact that Black Noble is one of the only 
fortifieds on the market to be made from botrytis grapes.

Black Noble has close ties to the De Bortoli family’s iconic Noble One Botrytis 
Semillon sweet wine, which celebrates its 30th vintage this year and added 
another gold medal in Hong Kong, bringing its award tally to 136 trophies and 
424 gold medals – holding its place as one of the world’s most awarded wines.

“These awards are a significant step in cementing De Bortoli Wines’ and the 
Riverina region’s reputation for producing multiple styles of delicious, quality yet 
affordable wines, but in particular those made from botrytis grapes,” said Julie 
Mortlock, De Bortoli Wines’ Senior Wine Maker who produces both Black Noble 
and Noble One. 

“It’s fascinating to watch the Black Noble develop as it ages over 10 years in 
barriques previously used for Noble One. When the botrytised Semillon grapes 
are harvested for Noble One, a parcel of fruit at approximately 20 - 22 baume is 
selected to produce Black Noble’s intense sweet flavours. 

“As the Hong Kong trophy recognises, Black Noble is the perfect way to finish a 
meal.”

The trophy caps off a year of growing recognition for Black Noble, which also won 
gold at the Decanter World Wine Awards in London, gold at the International Wine 
Challenge in London, gold at the Brisbane Wine Show and gold at the Riverland 
Wine Show. It also received 94 points and the following praise from respected 
Australian wine critic James Halliday in the James Halliday Australian Wine 
Companion 2016 released in July 2015:

“Absolutely unique wine, tasting the same with this bottling, with its own outlandish 
charm – and drinkability. Dark aged mahogany; an absolutely unique barrel-aged 
botrytis semillon (ex Noble One) with hyper-intense fruit cleansed by its volatile acidity 
- counterintuitive, of course. Overall, a sauvage note to its unique mouthfeel.”
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De Bortoli Wines was awarded a total of 15 medals, including Black Noble’s trophy, at the Hong Kong 
competition, which runs in partnership with the prestigious London-based International Wine and 
Spirit Competition and was established specifically for the Asian market. 

Other medal highlights include two silver medals for the 2009 Deen Vat 5 Botrytis Semillon and 2014 
Estate Grown Pinot Noir from the Yarra Valley. The Deen Vat 5 Botrytis Semillon 2009 is also related in 
style as a botrytised dessert wine, but with a light golden appearance. It was created as part of the 
Deen Vat series by the company’s forefather Deen De Bortoli, to offer a range of delicious, full-flavoured 
wines at an affordable price.

For more information about Black Noble, including high resolution images, previous awards, tasting 
notes and reviews, please click on the following link:

Black Noble: http://www.debortoli.com.au/our-wines/our-brands/premium-fortified/listing/view/black-
noble.html

About De Bortoli Wines
De Bortoli Wines is one of Australia’s oldest family owned wine companies, established by Vittorio 
and Giuseppina De Bortoli in 1928 in Bilbul in the NSW Riverina. Their son, energetic and dynamic 
Deen De Bortoli (1936-2003) expanded and consolidated the business, while his children established 
and continue to grow De Bortoli Wines’ reputation for quality, affordable wines, including the iconic 
dessert wine Noble One and its portfolio of Yarra Valley and King Valley wines. De Bortoli Wines is one 
of 12 family owned and operated wineries in the Australian First Families of Wine. Fourth generation 
members of the De Bortoli family are now working for the business, building on its focus of producing 
quality wines in a sustainable environment.
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