
 

 

 

MEDIA NOTIFICATION 

Emeri De Bortoli’s stunning labour of love to open to the public for 
the first time during Griffith Festival of Gardens  

13 to 16 October 2017 - Griffith Festival of Gardens 

Over the past 12 years, through droughts and floods and everything in between, De Bortoli Wines 
Chairperson and family matriarch Emeri De Bortoli has lovingly transformed a 14-acre plot of dirt into 
a beautifully landscaped memorial garden dedicated to her late husband Deen. Together they ran 
one of Australia’s largest and most successful family-owned wineries established almost 90 years ago 
by Deen’s parents Vittorio and Giuseppina, who had emigrated to Australia from a war-torn Northern 
Italy. 

Next month for the first time, Emeri will share her 
labour of love and personal family legacy with the 
public during the Griffith Festival of Gardens in the 
NSW Riverina from 13 to 16 October. 

With three generations of wine makers and the 
fourth coming through the ranks, the De Bortoli 
family are no strangers to family legacy. At the 
heart of their rich family history, you will find their 
Bilbul Estate winery, which is where Vittorio and 
Giuseppina built the business and has been 
Emeri’s home since the late 1950s, when she 
married Deen. The garden, which Emeri started 
with Deen, is located adjacent to the winery as 
depicted in this aerial photo. 

A key feature of Emeri’s garden is an incredible rock 
waterfall, overlooking the iconic Noble One vineyards, 
designed by award winning landscaper, Phillip Johnson. 
Phillip won best in show at the RHS Chelsea Garden Show in 
the United Kingdom in 2013 and was the first Australian to do 
so. Philip will be onsite during the Festival to answer questions 
about his design. 

 

MEDIA OPPORTUNITIES: We invite you to preview Emeri’s garden ahead of the Festival to 
encourage keen gardeners to visit Griffith and see for themselves the labour of love that is Emeri’s 
garden. Both Emeri and Phillip are available for interviews ahead of the Festival.  

We would also welcome you to attend the Festival and broadcast live from Emeri’s garden or cover 
Emeri’s garden. 

 -ENDS- 
 

Media Contact: Sally Edgar, sally@saucecommunications.com.au or 0425 247 133.  
 
THE GRIFFITH FESTIVAL OF GARDENS 13-16 OCTOBER 2017 
Griffith’s Festival of Gardens was established in 1991 and attracts a broad range of garden enthusiasts from new 
home owners with young gardens through to dedicated gardeners who relish the opportunity to enjoy other 
gardens. Every year eight private gardens open to the public, ranging from small cottage gardens within the city 
to stunning large rural acreage gardens. On average 25 coach groups are drawn to Griffith for the Festival, with 
approximately 8,000 garden entries recorded every year.  

http://www.visitnsw.com/events/griffith-festival-of-gardens

