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GLOBAL DEMAND FOR PREMIUM WINES DRIVES EXPORT GROWTH FOR THE YARRA VALLEY

Increasing global demand for premium wines has put Victoria’s Yarra Valley squarely on the map as one 
of Australia’s top 15 Geographical Indication (GI) regions - and Victoria’s only region to make the top 
15 - according to Wine Australia’s September quarterly Export Report released yesterday.

Making the list for the first time in June, continued growth has seen the Yarra Valley retain its 12th 
ranking by value of bottled exports, recording a 38% increase to $14.6 million in the September report, 
and hold its spot as generating the second highest average value per litre of $12.38, up nine per cent 
from October 2015.

A cool climate region, the Yarra Valley is known for its European style wines, and in the reported period 
exported 1.2 million litres of bottled wine, up 26% on the same time last year, contributing just under 
half of the 2.7 million litres of wine exported from Victoria.

The Wine Australia report shows overall Australian wine exports continued to grow, with more than 
half the value growth being in wines of $10 per litre and above FOB (Free on Board), reflecting the 
‘increasing demand for premium Australian wines in most regions around the world, particularly 
Northeast Asia’. 

De Bortoli Wines has witnessed this growth first hand with exports of its own Yarra Valley wines growing 
by 94% in the same time frame, reinforcing the family-owned winery’s ‘sense of place’ philosophy that 
wine should taste of the region where the grapes that made it are grown.

Victor De Bortoli, Executive Director of De Bortoli Wines, manages the business’s export arm and 
points to the Yarra Valley’s maturing vineyards being in the ideal position to respond to global 
consumer demand for wines that reflect the quality and taste of their provenance. 

“The Yarra Valley is primed to deliver on demand for premium wines because many of the region’s local 
vineyards have come of age and can deliver the quality expected to meet growing international tastes 
– in fact the Yarra Valley is selling everything it can make,” says Victor.

“It’s exciting to see this is translating into sales, especially when you look at the value per litre figures 
in the Wine Australia Export Report. There’s no doubting the region is becoming regarded as among 
the most respected in Australia for producing top quality wines.”

Kim Wilson, Commercial Director of North South Wines, De Bortoli’s import partner in the United 
Kingdom, says key drivers of growth for Yarra Valley wines was consumer demand for regionality and 
the premiumisation of Australian wines, especially the region’s cooler climate, more European style 
varieties.

“Consumers are actively seeking wines with authenticity and a real story behind them,” says Kim. 
“Interestingly, in particular we’re seeing millennials more discerning in their choices by seeking to drink 
less but better quality.”
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As Australia’s seventh largest wine exporter, De Bortoli Wines has experienced an increase in demand 
for its premium quality wines worldwide, most notably in Asia which has grown 42% since 2014. With 
demand so high, the business has seen for the first time the entire stock of De Bortoli’s most premium 
Pinot Noir and Chardonnay - the new Riorret Lusatia Park Pinot Noir 2015 and Yarra Valley Section A5 
Single Vineyard Chardonnay 2015 - allocated for sale prior to being released to the market.  

“More and more people are learning of Australia’s fine wine culture, they are understanding and valuing 
wines with a respected Australian reputation,” says Sarah Shi from Sulu Wines, one of De Bortoli’s 
import partners in China.

Victor De Bortoli added the fact that the Yarra is increasingly becoming a sought-after tourist 
destination for international visitors was contributing to the region gaining recognition for its wines.

“Our Yarra Valley Cellar Door has seen a surge in numbers of Asian visitors in particular over the last 
three years as they clamber to gain an authentic Yarra Valley wine experience. Melbourne is so close 
and many international visitors are interested in seeing for themselves where their food and wine comes 
from, so they love to come the Yarra and explore.”

According to Tourism Victoria, since 2010, international overnight visitors to the Yarra Valley have 
increased at an average annual rate of 9.9%, compared to an increase of 4% per annum for regional 
Victoria generally, with Asian visitors representing almost 30% of all international visitors.

About Geographical Indications (GI)

There are 114 Australian GI regions listed on Wine Australia’s ‘Register of Protected Geographical 
Indications and Other Terms’. A GI for wine is an official description of an Australian wine region and 
identifies the wine as originating from where a given quality, reputation or other characteristics of the 
wine is essentially attributable to the geographical origin. The most notable GI wine region in the world 
being Champagne in France.

For further information about GI:
http://www.wineaustralia.com/en/Production%20and%20Exporting/Register%20of%20Protected%20
GIs%20and%20Other%20Terms/Geographical%20Indications.aspx

For more information about Wine Australia’s Export Report, please visit: 
https://www.wineaustralia.com/en/News%20and%20Events.aspx
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